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and encouraged Turkish women to go on the stage; he
permitted them to dance in public with strangers*
If political emancipation was still to come, social
emancipation was already an accomplished fact.
Of that there is one outstanding proof, the abolition of
polygamy. TMustapha spoke of the famous book of Islam
with derision. He tossed it on to the scrap heap! The
Turkish Civil Code was based on the Koran. Mustapha,
having separated the temporal powTer from the spiritual,
looked about for a Code sufficiently up-to-date to be
applied to Turkey. In 1926, without a debate, and by
an enactment consisting of a single clause, the Swiss
Code (which dates from 1912) was unanimously adopted
by the National Assembly. In order to avoid endless
discussions, it was agreed to as it stood. He also intro-
duced divorce and civil marriage.
Furthermore, the Ghazi proceeded to set on foot a
number of social reforms: a code regulating the hours
and conditions of labour, a weekly rest day, Sunday
being fixed upon instead of Friday, which was the day
sanctified by the Koran, the abolition of the dime.
As we are aware he has recently made the adoption of
the Latin alphabet and the Gregorian calendar com-
pulsory in Turkey. It will be seen that one could
hardly break more completely with the past, In his
anxiety to imitate, and indeed to outdo, the Western
nations, Mustapha Kemal has just issued a decree for
the introduction of wireless into the most out-of-the-way
villages. Nothing he could think of for putting old
Turkey out of existence, has he left undone, A country
which had the reputation of being immovable he has
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